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CunnsTiAN FalgnDs, 6 
O ON after my return from Scotland a few 
weeks ago, [ was informed that a Pamph- 

let had been in circulation for ſome time in 
this place, containing horrid blaſphemy againſt 
our Redeemer. A copy was put into my hand 
by a worthy friend, with ſome remarks on its 
pernicious tendency, and deſiring at the ſame 
time that I would write an anſwer to it. Hav- 
ing -glanced at the contents in a very curſory 
manner, the arguments adduced againſt the di- 
vinity of our Saviour appeared to me ſo incon- 


cluſive, that I thought it unneceſſary to * | 
A refutation of them, | 


But ſoon after this, other judicious Chriſtians 
who have opportunities of obſerving the hurtful 
effects produced by performances of this nature. 
on the minds of the young, the ignorant, the 
weak, and the unguarded, urged me to take it 
wer my conſideration, and publiſh an anſwer. 


At laſt I began to conſider of gratifying cheir 
wiſhes, and having found that the Rev. Mr. 
Johnſon does not intend to take any notice of 
this perſormance in the way of publication, 1 
have at laſt yielded to importunity; and deter- 
- mined to throw this little mite of ſervice into 


the hands of the public, in ſupport of fo as: ; 
ous a chain =. 


£0 
*. 


6-6.) 
Nor do 1 wits to deſpair of convincing Ra- 
tionalis himſelf (if he ſhall think proper to give 
me a candid hearing) that the diviuiry of our 
Lord Jeſus, Chrilt is ſupported by the cleareſt 
teſtimony of the Sacred Writings, For I remems 


ber ſome years ago, a lady of great capacity, and 


conſiderable reading on religious ſubjects, told 

me, ſhe was ſo ſully convinced that-there/could be 
only one perſon in the diviue nature, that unleſs ſhe 
was unmad and had a ne kind of underſtanding 
given to her, ſhe could ot ſee how it was poſ- 
ſible for one to convince her that Jeſus Chriſt 
Was a divine perſon; and therefore like Ration- 
alis the told me ſhe was hurt at the expreſſion, the 
blood, of God, and could never become a mem- 
ber of. any church where ſych/exprefſions were 
uſed in divine worſhip, Yet this ſame lady by 
a careful attendance on the expounding of the 
haly Scriptures, and comparing ſpiritual things 
with ſpiritual, came at laſt through the good 
band of God upon her to be fully convinc- 
ed that Jeſus was God over all bleſſed for ever, and 
Joined as a member of our Church, where we glo · 
ried in the ideas and language of the Apoſtle Paul, 

Feed the Church.of God which he hath ourciuC- 
ed with his own blood. At the fam? ſhe ad. 
mitted. that W ſhe could not but believe 
this as a trut 


n and aided by him who hath ſaid, it any 


upon the evidence of infallible 
teſtimony, ſhe (like all the reſt of. men) could 
not underſtand how three perſons. are in one 
indivilible. elſegce. And who can tell but Ra- 
| tionatis treading in the, ſame ſteps of impartial en. 


( vF 9 r ; 
man will de his will he ſhall know of the Dots + 
trine whether it be of God, may become a ſin- 
cere convert to that very Doctrine which he 
now calls hereſy ; though at/preſent like Saul of 
Tarſus, he verily thinks with himſelf, that he 
ought to do many things contrary to the name 
of Jeſus of Nazareth. 


— 


> 


1 propoſe to treat my wobec 3 in the 0 
manner. iſt, Fairly to ſtate, and (I hope) fully 
to refute the ar uments of Rationalis againſt the 
divinity of our Lord Jeſus n. 


— 
* 


2d, To ſhow in 2 conciſe manner the 2 


N 

- tural nature of the other poſitions interſperſed by 

$ Rationalis in his pertormance, which ſeem wor- 

7 thy of notice. 

A, zd, Point out ſome of the uſes that may with 

1 propriety be made of What is written, in the 
<9 execution of this little work. hed 
d f ö 

5 Some of the ideas of Rationalis on the e blen 

15 of our Lord's divinity, are expreſſed by him - 
71 page 4th, in the following words, ©. This. Docs 

; e trine as appears to me is totally repugnant ! 
76 not only to revelation and the cleareſt paſſages * 


87 jn the Bible, but . to reaſon and common. - 
d « ſenſe.” | 


11 Amin,” in page . we have theſe words, A 
55 ren e ee paſſage in the Bible ut 
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« gives the leaſt hint that he was to be of any 
„Other than the human nature.“ 


His firſt argument if l miſtake not Nes i in page 


. 9th of the Strictures, f:c. and is when firipped 


of extraneous matter conciſely to this purpoſe. 


oe The 147th pf from which Mr Johnſon took 
« his text was none of David's Pſal us, but was 
* compoſed in the time of the prophet. Daniel, 


0 and hath reſpect to the return of the Jewiſh, 


nation from the Babyloniſh captivity. That the 
* Pſalmeſt calls upon the Jews who acknowledg- 


1 « ed'no other Lord than Jehovah the creator of 


« the world to praiſe him for ſo great a deliver- _ 
« ance, not had they any idea of there being any 
< otlter odjectof their worſhip and crap. 1 
An ſiver. It is of i no conſequence a as an Art. | 
ment againſt the divinity of our Lord Jeſus, to 
obſerve that this Pſalmis none of David's Pfalms, 
becauſea Pſalm may be David's and yet the di- 
vidiry of. Chriſt may not be the ſubje& of which 
it treats 3! and it may not be David's and yet 


conzud evideite of this doftrine, ſince no rea- 


ſon can be aflizned why other juſpired writers 15 
might not write. of chis ſubject as we as that 
great Phet and king: ale 247 IR? 111 

It is readily admitted, that the Jews after the re · 
turn from their: captivity acknowledged no Uther, 5 
Lord than Jehovah the creator of the World, 
but this is no argument againſt our Lord's divi- 


A. 
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"#3 
pouy, ualeſs it could be ſhewn that he was nk 
zer ſehovah nor Creator Then indeed the af» 
ſcument vuuid be concluſive; but if on the other 


band Jeſus is Jeovah and was the creator af all 


things, this reaſouing of Rationalis not only falls 


. to the ground, for the purpoſe for which it is 


brought, but is evidence as certain as demon- 
ſtration itfelf in behalf of the divinity of Chriſt, 


That he is Jehovab ſhall be afterwards proved, 


That he was the creator of zll things, the ful- 
fowing paſſage of fcripture, as well as many oth-rg 


| thews beyond any reaſonable ground of doubt, 
Joux 1, 2, 3. 10 lu the begioning was the 


"word, and the word was with Go.], and the 


| word was God. The fame was in the beginning 


with God. All things were made by him, and | 
without him was fot any thing made that was 

made. He was in the world aud the world uu 
made by him“ Our author adds, Neither had 


they any other ider of their being any other 6b+ 


* 
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1 the ids of the dende wet Jul. they he · 
: how to be according to the revchtiog wick 
the ſupreme Being gave of himſelſ· He inſlrutct- 
ed them chat be was One. * Hear, O Iſrael. the 
Vord our God is ohe Lord.“ He infirudted them 
alfo that in him there was more tlian One in 
fach @ fenſe as that One could to 
. Ahotuer. Gen. 1, 26. And God: Gd let VS 
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6 to 1 
I Beard the voice of the * Hying, whom 


i ſend, and who will go for US. The Lord 
told the Jews by the mouth of the prophet Ze- 


chariah, about fifty years before Cyrus iſſued 


tis proclamation for the building of the houſe of 


God, and for the return of the Jews, that he 


had a man who was his fellow. Zech. 13. 7. 


* Awake O ſword againſt mv ſhepherd, and againſt 


the man my fellow.” According to Rationalis this 
.>C\ was probably the joint production of Ezraand 


| Vebemiah. It would be very uncharitable wo 


*uppoſe that they had not views of God, aecord- 
ing as he repreſented himfclf by his prophets: 


_ 1hough therefore they bad no _0 of any objeR 
- of worſhip, but Jehovah, ir is I think but fair 


vam the premifes above to infer they -under- 


_ tood Meſſias to be the Father's fellow, or equal 
not as man furciy,) but as the ſon of God, And 
þ cherefor poſſeſſing the ſame divine nature as his 


Father. A relation to bim which he claimed in 
the days of his fleſh, and for. claiming which the 


Jews ſaid he made bimſelf God. John PG 


33. | It; is therefore reaſonable to believe, that 


raey acknowledged him as the object of their 
adoration as well as the Father. 


The next argument of Rationalis i is in page 12 
In the following words: N 3 a 


Fon I is fuch a defines if perühed in by . 


4 e de would for ever be à bar to the cover 


+ fn of the Jews to the chriſtian faith. © But as 
F hatevent is exprefily foretald i in ſeveral paſlages 


— 


— 


0 In ) 
& of the huly ſcriptores, and will therefore of 
c certainty he accompliſhed in due time, ther- 


& can be no doubt of that poſition being at length 
ce abandoned, and that the pure doctrine of the 


* word of God will finally and univerſally pre- 


6 vatl. * 


To this 1 reply, às the converſion of the 


Jews to chriſtianity is foretold. it muſt have its 
accompliſhment. And if God has ſaid that this 
doch ine maſt be abandoned in order to this 
great event it will take place alſo; For faithful is 
he that hath proniticd” If therefore Rationalis 
can point cut chapter and verſe for this purpoſe, 
it ſha!} be duly attended to. But his ſaying that 
it muſt be fo, is no proof that it will be fo 
Nay, if any credit is due to the teſlimony of 
Ichovah himſelf, we are warranted on the con 
traxy to believe that when they are converted ta 


chriſtianity, they will conſider Meſſiah whom 


they erucificd as Jehovah as well as man. 


For in the 12th ch. of the prophet Zechariah, 
we have Jehovah himſelf foreteling the conver- 
ſion ot the Jews in the following langun ze 
Jehovah alſo ſhall ſave the tents of Judah. . 
that the glory of the houſe of David, and the 


glary of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem do not mag 


nify chemſelves againſt Judah. In that day fl:a;t 
Jehovah defend the inhabitants of Jerpfale 


And he that i; feeble. among them at that dä; 


hall be as David, and the houſe of David ih! 


0 ged, as the angel of ale Lord beine eden k 
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1 ( t2 ) | 
And it all come to paſs in that day, that ! will 
ſock tu deſtroy all the nations that come againſt” 
FJeruiaicm. Now pleaſe to obferve, without any. 
chango of the ſpeaker it is added, And lwill pur 


vpen the houſe of David and the inhabitants of 
Jeruſilem the ſpirit of grace and of ſupplications, 


and they ſhall look upon me (Jchovah) c honi 
they hz pierced (namely as man) and they {hall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his ouly 


„on, and ſhall be in bitterneſs for him as one 


chat is in bitterneſs for his firſt boru. 


Ass to the little ſtory of Rationalis in ſupport 
of this argument, reſpecting the diſpleaſure of 


the Jewiſh Rabbies at the Romiſh elergy, for cal- 


Jing Mary the Mother of God, the whole of its 
force lies either in a miſrepreſentation of the fact 
on the part of the clergy, or a miſconception of 


| the truth on the part of the Rabbies. Proteſtants 


ho belleve in the divinit- of their Saviour, 
Abvink a: 25 weil as Jews that it is impoſſihle that Ne 


ET God could liave a mother, This, reaſon, phi- 


loſophv, and eummon ſenſe, as well as the holy 
ſeriptures allconſpire to teach; hut that hethat was 
born of Mary, according to the fleſh, is allo Cod, 
we ate watranited to believe while it ſands u pon 


record. Matth. iſt, 23d. « Behold a virgin ſhall 


ke with child, anc: ſhall bring forth a ſon, and 


they ſhall call bis name Emmanuel, Which being 


15 incerproted, is Cod with us.“ 


: * 


This obſervation ſerves ar the fame time to (how | 
et -9-Rattoraliotither mitabes or wiltoſly miſrepre- 
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ente aha as bl1ſphcmers when they uſe the 
expreſſion The Blord of God. We believe that 
Jod is a ſpirit, without fleſh and blood, but ac 
the lame time ia in ſuch intimate union. with 
humanity in the perſon of jeſus Chriſt, that we 
are MI TL to feed the flock of God care 
fully, from this conſideration Ile hath purchaſ. 4 
the church with his own blood. Acts 20. 287 

From this it appears that it is warrantable to uſe 
the expreſion, unleſs it ean be ſhewn that the: 


blond of God, and God's own — mean _— 
ferent things 


5 * argumeat of Rationalis to 6788 
< divine nature of jeſus Chriſt. is in the follows 
= words. With what aſtoniſhment and in- 
9 dignation would they (he means che Jews) 
6 hear of jed vah the God of their Fathers Abra 
| &« hamm. Iſaac, and Jaco); the Lord of Hoſt: aud 
6 Creator of the world, being debaſed tothe came 
* Gitzon of 2 man, to the ſuRering of ay 1g30» 
* minious death? Would they net, tell you that 
* the Mcfioh, according to all the prophecies t that 
had evet been uttered concerning him, was tg 
$ be one of their owa nayien, of the ſeed of Das 
* vid according to the fleſh, and therefore 
« real nitoral Mun conſiſting of fleſli and bod 
„Uke themfelves? How 1idiculous ard ſhockia 
to a.well informed mind mutt that doctrina 
& appear, which teaches that the Bl: vighty and | 
e lyfinite 8p'rit; that gave being to every eres. 
& ture, and that ſuſtirs, animates, and pervades - 


| # the'whole aalen, * n 


| 9 . 2 

* regions of ſpace, came down f rom heaven and 
© Mumed the form and nature of a man, Was 
ara into this world in a ſtate of helplefs in. 

4. fancy, and like other children i: greaſe in om 
50 dom and ftatute. and after remaining a tew 
e years on this globe, was at length Wn to 
& death by a combination of 1 ignorant and aban» 
*doned mortals.” , 


To this deciamatory argument, I oppoſe the 
following obſervitions. Every chriſtian who 
believes ia the Civinity of jeſus and underſtands 
the ſuhject, agrees with haus and with every 
well informed mind, That it is impoi! ne Jeha- 
vah can be debafed that is changed from Girl 
into a creature. For he is Without variahienc's 

r any ſhaddow of turning. If this be the — 
Fol which Rati nalis lets himſelf to oppoſe. i 
& 1 figment of his own imaginattau, not an arti- 
tle of our belief. But - he means in this rea- 
ſoning to deny that Jeſus was Jehovah as well 
as man; then we contend that neither the indig. 
patjon and aſtoniſhment of Jews, nor the 1i- 

icyle it may excite in well informed minds, are 
2 provfs againſt it. Fact has no depe n- 

ance on opinion or treatment. It continues the 
5 let men think of it or conduct themſelves 
towards it 8 they pleaſe As to the indignation 
pf the Jews, that was foretold, and therefore is 
ather in favour of than againſt our doctrine. 

Matt. 21ſt, 42. Jcfus ſaith unto them. Did ye 
"never read in che Scriptures, The ſtone which 

he builders rejected the fame is become the hend 

ke corficr. This is the Lord's doing, aud jt bs | 
Serko n our 5 


BD 


2 43 
But what was the cauſe of this indignatial} 
Wax it becauſe be gave out himfelt to be only 2 
man as Razionalis would have bim to be? Let 
ee Jews themſelves anſwer this quettion John 
10 thap. 33 ver. + The Jews antwered him ſiy- 
ing, for 4 good work we ſtone thee not, but for 


i ile y: and becaule that thou deer a 2 2 
— thy elf God. 


a 


"As to that | part of the argument. «That enlight- 
"ned minds wpyld ridicule and be ſhockcd at 
: this doctrine ;* Lill once an intallible criterion is 
""eltubiilhed by which we can know the truth, or 

" falſehood ofa Propoſition, by the treatment which 
+ men are, pleaſed to give it, we ought: to be very 
cautious in pronouncing: upon evidenee of fo 
Precarious and fluctuating a nature The Grecks 
in che days of the Apoſtle Paul. were a very en- 
lightened people, yet ne tells us the preaching 
of Chriſt cruciſied was to them fooliſhneſs; that 
A. ſubjeR of xidieule,, but to them that: were 


1 it appeared a glorious diſplay, ace 
Viſdom and power ot God. 


To Ariſtotle: the prince of trtelledout phil 
pens ir appeared impoſſible that even od bi n · 
| ſelf could produce matter out of nothing For 


it was a fiiſt principle in his improved underſtaud - 


ing, Out of nothing, nothing can be made. He 


behoved therefore to ridicule the doctrine of 
Moſes | lu the beginning God created the hea 
.*vens and the earth. The doctrine of | idence . 


was heartily laughed at by Epicurus, becahla it 


[ GFI 

to him unbecoming the dignity of tha. 

ſo . Givinity to concern himſelf with che ijttle aff. gry 

of meu. But what appearcd in poſlible to Att. 

„ Qs: ic, and ridiculous ta Epicurus, is iu the view 

e. Rationalis phuoſophically juſt. The u uth is 

on ſ{ubje&s of intuition, it may be ſaſe io pro- 

_ pounce independent 04 particular ioformation, 
bccaule theſe mult remain invariably the ſame ; 

dut in facts that depend upon the goodneſs and 

| ' wiſdom and will and power of God to cauſe, it 

u bs certamly wife for chriſtians to do in religiqn, 

us philoſophers do in matters of ſcience. Hav. 


=g 


Ing ſeen the folly of eſtabliſhing a {ſyſtem of prjn- 
._ © "ciples firſt, and explaining the phenomena of 
hature by them, at laſt, they laid this method 
= *' afide, profeſſed they knew nothing, applied tbem- 
ſelves to the examination of 'nature, and from | 
experiment, 1 fact,  cRabliſhed the 
1 of truth. ; i 35 
iin this ee abe 15 . | 
1 government on earth onght to conducb 
_ themſelves in matters in which they are infinitely 
more intereſled, For what is a man Profifed if he 
ond gain the whole world and loſe bis down 
aer ſhall a man give in exchagge for 
* foul,* Men's opinions concerning what is be- 
/ comming God to do independent of his own in- 
r ſo various and contradictoryx 
chat it ſeems che mare informed and the better 
culdixsted any mind is, the more it will be con. 


vinced of the wiſdom of . the dar 


1 
q 
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Srnorance of a little child to learn from God 


kimfelf what is competent: and becoming him 
to do for accompiiſhing- the molt important of 
all his works with which we are acquainted, the 
falvation of his people It is 7. adily acknowe 
ledged, that Jehovah united to humanity is a | 
ſubje& of the higheſt aſtoniſh ent: Great is the 
myſtery of godline:s God manifeſted in the fleſh 
was the devout exclamation of the aſtoniſhed - 
Apoſtle Paul! But is it for this reaſon impoſſi- 
ble? No man is warranted from reaſon or * 
holy ſcriptures to ſay o 


May I be allowed to ſay, after all the 1 
tion that I have ever beſtowed upon the ſubject, 
I find I am as much at a lofs.co underſtand how” 
an act of power could bring the worlds of mind 
_ and matter out of nothing into being, as I am 
to underſtand how there can be three perſons, 
The Father, the Son, and the holy Spirit in one 
£flence; or how he who pervades and ſuſtains all 
bis work: through the boundleſs regions of 
ſpace, ſhould-be united to a human body and 
foul, that is, I underſtand neither the one nor 
the other. Yet it is ſubmitted, whether it is not 
_ infinitely: moôre becoming a wiſe man to believe 
their truth upon the evidence of revelation, than 
to diſbelieve them becauſe ſome men may think 
proper to treat them with e ar W 
And contempt. 8 


Rationalis gives us another argument, which 


| if true, muſt be acknowledged a concluſive one 
| indeed. It is at the * ot page 15th of his Stric- 


SE 


tures, in the following words. © This tenet was 


never ſo much as thought of by any of the 
8 Patriarchs or Prophets in the Old Teſtament, 
e or by any of the Diſciple: or Apoſtles of Chriſt 


& inthe New, and would undoubtedly have becu 


« rejected by them with the utmoſt n 


| 6 and abhorrence.” 


- You ſee, good chriſtians, Rationalis 1s one of a 


Wedel ſpirits in his way He ſcorns to mince 
matters, and roundly tells his readers, not only 
how heartily: he rejects this doctrine himſelf, but 


alſo how indignantly it would have been treated 


by the beſt of men who lived thouſands of years 

ago., His manner puts one in mind. of the ſpirit 
of Saul of Tarſus, when he puniſhed oft in every 
Synagogue them that called on the name of 
Jeſus, and compelled them to blaſpheme, and be- 


ing exceedingly mad againſt them. perſecuted - 
them even to ſtrange cities. OH! Rationalis, 


Rationalis, why blaſphemeſt thou Jeſus of Naza- 
reth ? lt is hard for thce to kick againſt the 
pricks. Rut this is expoſtulation 1 return 
5 to the conſideta tion of the argument, 
My intelligent reader will pleaſe to obſeve it is 


all mere aſſertion, and nn. 4 a en extra- 
ordinary nature. f 


1 have read of the . denotes of Solo- 
mon. and of men who had a gift of diſcerning 


ſpirits, but ſuch a man as Rationalis profe ſſes to 


he, I never faw : Of ſueb à man 1 never read. A 
man that knows all the thoughts of all the Pa- 


| triarchs. of all the Prophets of the Old Teſta- 


ment, aud of all the . and Ae of | 


(@ 19. ) 
Chriſt in the New; and, moreover, knows how: 
they would ail have becn affecte d with the hear- 
ing of a doctrine, and how they would have 
treated it. For unleſs he knows all thele matters | 
how can he take upon him to afirm fo peremp- 
torily concerning them? Would it not be better 
to affert modeſtly and prove evidently, than to 
aſſert confidently and prove nothing? it it true 
the aſſertion is followed up with ſeveral other 
aſſertions which we never deny, namely, taat 
Jeſus is a mana; That he died and roſe and was 
highly exalted, and will ſinally be ſubjec to him 
that put all things under him; but tue ſcriptures; 
teach us a great deal more, Here we are in- 
formed That jeſus Chriſt has all the names given ö 
to him which. are given to the only true God. 
Here we find hifn often called Jehovah Adonat 
 Elochim Kurios Theos, names by which the ſu- 
preme being is often marked out in the oracles 
of truth. Here we find many of the titlesof God 
aſcribed to him, Here we find chat the iucommuni- 
cable perfections of Godhead belong to him. Here 
we are inſtructed that he created all things, and 
that by him all things conſiſt. Here we find 
him claiming and receiving on earth and in hea- 
ven that worſhip which none but the. ſupreme 
God bath. a right unto. In theſe inſpired. wri- 


185 tings we find Jeſus himſelf intorming us that it: 


is the will of him that ſent him, That al, men 
ſhould honour the Son EVEN As they honours 
the Father. What ſhall [ add, here we find le- 
0 the Father (who. is, Jealous of his Venen 
and 0 puniſhed men fo often for gerung Lat 


* 


py, 


3 
"homage to creatures hich belonged to him) came. 
manding all the Ange's of heaven to worlhip lum, 


But leaſt Rationalis ſhould ſay all this is mere 
aſlertion, be pleaſcd to attend to a few quota- 


tions from theſe Prophets and Apoſtles who ac- 


cordir g to him never had a thought ot the truth 
of ſuch a doctrine, and then judge how far his 
teſtimony is deſerving of credit. 


Before I proceed to this, I candidly acknow- 
ledge the names Elochim Adonai in the Old Tef. 
tament, and the names Kurios Theos in the 


New are given to angels and ſuperiors among men, 


as well as to the true God, and therefore if we had 
nothing more than the application of theſe words 


to jeſus to prove his divinity they would by no 


means be concluſive. But as in arithmetie 
though four cyphers fignify nothing, yet place 


the figure 1 before them, and then you have 
ten thouſand ; ſo here place the incommunicable 


name Jehovah before theſe, and then you have 


238 it were ten thouſand demonſtrations that is 
evidence as certain as demonſtration, that Jeſus 
Cbriit is a divine perſon. For it is cat efully ta 
be attended to, that the ſupreme being repre- 
Feats himſelf in the boly ſcriptures as jealons of 
all the rights which belong excluſively to him. 
So jealous that he ell us; Jealous is one of his 


names, Exodus 34, 14. For thou fhall wor. 


ſhip no other God tor Jehovah hoſe name is 


JEaLOU5' a jealous God. < thee rights 
- the name —Jehovih is one. IMiah 42, 8. 1 
oy woos that is _ — r oy Li hag 


, by „ 
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Indt give to another.“ The word ſigniges The 
BEING who was, and is, and is to come, poſſeſ- 
ſing all being, perſection and bleſſedneſs by a ne- 
ceſſity of nature. The Pſal niſt underſtood that 
this was 2 name incommunicable to any other 
Being. P. 83, 8. That men may know that 
thou whoſe NAME ALONE 18 IEHO vai art 
the moſt high over all the earth. And the Jews 
to whoſe truſt the oracles of God were commit- 
ted, were ſo careful of not applying this name to 
any inferior object whatever; that in order to 
avoid the profanation of it, as the word Jah 
compoſed of the Hebrew letters Jod and He, ig 
an abbreviation of this name; and as Jod in their 
numeration ſtands for 10, and the letter He for 3, 
they ule the letter Teth which ſignifies 9 and 
che letter Vau which is uſed for 95 1 makin 5 =p. in 
this manner the number 15. 


Now be pleaſed to carry along with you” 
| theſe ideas of the incommunicable .name 2 
jealouſy of God, and the care which the Jews took, 
not to apply this ſacred name improperly, and then 
attend to a few paſſages of ſ=ripture. Iſaiah 6 from 
the beginning, In the year that king Uzziah 
died I aw alſo. the Lord, (Adonai) ſicting upon 
a throne high and lifted up, and lus train fills 
ed the temple. Above it ſtood the Seraphims, - 
each one had ſix wings, with twain. he covered 
his face, and with twain he coverd his feet, and 
with twain ne did fly. And one cried unto an- 
+ ther; and ſaid, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord (Je- 
+bovah) of, haſte, the whole earth is full of his. 
uy, $4.4 the —— doors moved at u 


. 

voice of him that ericd, and the houfe was filled | 
with ſmoke. Then ſaid Iwo is me for I am un- 

done, becauſe l am a man of uncle an lips, and 1 

dwell in the midſt of a people of - unclean; lips, 

for mine eyes have ſeen the king the Lord of 

hoſts (Jehovah. Tzabaoth).” . Even Rationalis 

himfelf cannot deny that it. was the ſupreme 

God whom the Seraphim prailed here, and whoſe 

glory Iſiah faw. Compare this with John 12 
ch. from the 37 to the 41 verſe incluſive, and we 

ſhall find it was the glory of Jefus which Iſaias 
faw. © But though he had done ſo many mir- 
acles'before them, yet they believed not in him. 
That the ſaying of Ifaias the Prophet might be 
fulflied which he ſpake, Lord who hath believed 
our report, and to whom bath the arm of the 
Lord been revealed. Therefore they could not 
believe, becau e that Ifaias ſaid again, He 
| hath blinded their eyes and hardened their heart 

that' they ſhould not ee with their eyes, nor un- 
derſt ind with their heart and be converted, and 
© I ſhould heal them. Theſe things faid  Iſaias- 
when he faw his. glory and ſpake of him.“ 


Again. Ifaiah 40, 30. The voice of him that 

crieth in the — prepare ye the way of 
the Lord (Jchovah) make ſtraight in the deſert 
a highway for our God“ Phat by the voice 
here we are to underſland John the Baptiſl, and 
by ſehovah our God, Meſſiah, The inſpired hiſ- 
torian Matthew informs us, Matth 3 ch. from 
the beginning, In thoſe days came Join. — 1 
22 preaching in the- wilderneſs of 


And ſaying repent ye, tor che kingdom of ve, 
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ven is at hand. For this is he that was. ſpas. 
ken of by the prophet Iſaias ſaying, The voice - 
of one.crying in the wilderneſs, prepare ye the: 
way of 'the Lord and make his paths ſtraight “ 


if Iinguage is of any uſe in conveying ideas 
to the mind of man, theſe paſſages are ſufficient 
to ſhew that, the incommunicable name Jeho- 


vah belongs to Jefus Chriſt. In other words he 


is Jehovah. Let us proceed to quote a few paſ- 
ſages from the inſpired writings to ſhew that the 
incommunicable perfections of God, his works 
and worſhip, are Il aſ:ribed to the bleſſed Jeſus. 
To God only belongs un verſal preſence. i Kings 
8, 27. Jeſus ſays of himieif Matth. 18, 20. 
Where tuo or three ire gathered together in 
my name there am |1 in the midſt of them. 
Unchangeableneſs is incommunicab e to any 
creature, this as well as creation is attribut- 
ed to ſeſus Chriſt. Heb 1ft. 10, 11, 12 * and 
thou Lord in the beginning haſt laid the foun- 
dation of the earth, and the | heavens are the 
works of thine hand. they ſhall periſh but thou 
remaineſt, and they all ſhall wax old. as doth a gare 
ment, and as a yeſture ſhalt thou fold them up, 
and they ſhall be changed, but thou art THE 


SAME.” None but he who is omniſcient can 
= know the hearts of men. Rev. 2. 18. 22. ' Theſe 


thiogs ſaith the ſon. of God who hath his eyes 


like unto à flame of fire. - All the churches ſhall” 


know.that 1 am he who ſearcheth the reins and 


hearts, and I will give to every one of you a0. 
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The Apoſtle John tells us, That Jefus Chriſt i 13 
the true God. 1 Ep. 5, 20. And we are in him 


that is true, even in his ſon Jcfus Chiiſt. This 
is the TRUE GOD and F ternal Life. 


Paul informs us he is God over all and dle lea | 
for ever. Rom. 9, 5. Whoſe are the Fathers, 
ind of whom as concerning the fleſh Chriſt came 


| who is OVER ALL GOD BLESSED FOR 


EVER, Amen. In his epiſtle to Titus, he ex- 
horts him to encourage believing ſervants: to 


Adorn the doctrine of the Goſpel, by fidelity to 
their truſt from the conſideration, That they have 
an intereſt in the bleſſed hope, and are warrant- 
ed to expect the glorious appearance of the 


GREAT GOD and (or even) our Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt; Titus 2, 13. And Jade tells us he is 


the only wiſe God. | Jude 25. To che ONLY 
WISE GOD OUR . SAVIOUR be glory and 


majeſty. e 1 pavers . now” "ane 
ever. Amen 


— 


To God ds one worſhip hes 15 


| Himſelf tells us, John 5, 23. It is the will of 
him that ſent him, that all men ſhould honour the 


Fon, EVEN AS they honour the Father. He 


that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the 


Father who nath ſent him. Baptiſm, is 4 pri- 


mary act of homage. It is the devoting of ſoul | 
and body to God. If Jeſus 1 is not God as well 


as his Father, then he commands and we are 


guilty of idolatry in devoting ourſelves. or our 


| oGring to a man along with God the Father. 
Baptize, that is, conſecrate or devote to The Fa- 


ther, to Tho Son, and to the holy Ghoſt. if 


* 
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Jeſus were not omnipotent and omnipreſent, 


How could Stephen full of the holy Ghoſt have 
committed his departing ſpirit into his hands, 
ſayiag, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit ? Acts 7, 59. 


From theſe paſſages, with many others which 
might be eafily quoted, the candid reader is left 


to judge for himſelf of the force of the argu» 


ment of Rationalis, or rather the truth of this 


aſſertion, Namely, that our Lord's divinity was 
never ſo much as thought of by any of the Pros» 
phets of the Old Teſtament, or Apoltles of the 
New. | 


In page 20, Rationalis proceeds to flate 9 


| objections to the divinity of our bieſſec Redeemer 


in the following manner: 


Ho could Jeſus Chriſt 1 red deach 
« had he been God? How could he have. been 


_ © ſo highly exalted as the reward of his ſuffer- 


* ings and death? Can the ever bleſſed God be 


made happier or more highly exaited than 


has been from all eternity? Or is his 


2 being, and perfections capable. of — —— | 
tion, or liable to ſuffering, | Ciminution, or de- 


r cay, or can he merit or receive any reward 
* from any other being? Can the ſupreme Lord 
< and Creator of All, the fountain of life and of 
« all being, and who fills all ſpace, be circum- 


u ſcrĩibed within the bounds of mortality? Be born 


«.of a woman, or aſſume the ſhape and dwell 


e in the body of a man? And be ſubject to hun- 


« ger and +thirſt; to wearineſs and want, and 


all the other concoinitants of frail humanity, 


4 aud wa to 3 hy death.“ 
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. To«theſe objections it may be ſufficient to an- 
ſwer in a ſummary manner. We agree with Ra- 
tionalis I hat Jeſus Chriſt did not ſuffer as God, 
nor was he exalted. as God, nor can he be made 
| Happier as God than he was from all eter- 
be” mity. Nor is his glorv. being, or, perfections as 
* God' capable of augmentat on, or liable to ſuf- 
fering dimunition or decay. As God he can 
receive no reward from any being that can add 
to his happineſs. Nor is it pollible that th ſu: 
preme Lord and creator of all can As SUCH 
be circumſcribed within the hounds of mortality, 
or be born of a woman, or be ſubject to Arat 

ad thriſt, to wenrineßs and want. 


Nato betrays either groſs edhinee or 
abòminaſ le diſipgennity in ſuppoling that it 
implies | theſe obvious impoſſi bilities. But we 
believe what it is impoſſi e far him or any other | 
man to diſprove, that the holy ſcriptures in- 
form us that ſeſus is God and man in, one per- 
ſon; and, therefore, it is warrantable to ſay. 
though as God he is incapable of the particulars 
mentioned, yet he who is. God was born as many 
fuſfered 'as hams was exalted, and Wann as 
ne $96. 947-2 3 


"T9 uſe. the. on of ee none «bby an 
ignorant recluſe vapouring in his cell can ima- 
imagine that God mould be changed from bis 
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that God 1s capable of aſſuming the ſhape of a 
man we learn from different paſlig es of ſcrip- 

ture. And that he dwelt in Chriſt we have the 
iadiſutable-aythonityof the * Paul. LK. 
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divine nature into the hape of a man: But | | 


— — 
—— JT TIGER * 
— — — — ny — — 


5 


2, 9. For in im dwelleth the fulneſs of the, 
Godhead bodily. 


Rationalia has another argument againſt the 
| divinity of jeſus Chriſt in page 22, expreſſed 
in the following words, If Jeſus had been 
„Gol. where would have been his merit, or 
« where would have been his triumph? Wobld 
eit have been any thing wonderful or extraor- 
« dinary if the Almighty had riſen ſuperior to 
human trials and ſufferings and with what 
« propriety could he have been propoſed as 2 
pattern to man? Had Chriſt been of a ſupe- 
ce rior order, and of a different nature from man, 
* how could his virtues and "ſufferings have 
been confiſtently or rationally held out to us 
& as a · perfect example for our imitation and 
conduct; anc what part or intereſt could we 


be reaſonably ſuppoſed to have in ſuch 2 Sa- 
= « viour ?”” 


| Anſwer. If Jeſus had not been God he could | 
have had neither merit nor triumph. No merit 
becauſe though merit in a looſe ſenſe means the 
moral worth that is in the. diſpoſitions or no. 
tions of men, yet ia that ſtrict ſenſe in which 
it can be available to God in behalf of others, 
it means that intrinſic worth ia obedience ar ſuf. 
ſering that deſerves on the footing ot rigid juſe | 
tice to be rewarded, and claims that for'which it 
is given as 2 right, being purchaſed with an 
adequate price. No triumph, becauſe witnout 
victory there could be no ground for triumph, 
and without merit in the laſt ſenſe of the rd 2 
it was impoſſible there could be vi al 1y, becauſa 1 
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God the Father ſtood inflexibly fixed on brriag 


che claims of his juttice ſatisſicd for the inju- 


| Ties done him by the fins of his people. The 


throne of grace ſtands on the immutable founda- 
tions of juftice and judgment. Though, - there- 
fore, in the perfect obedience of a moral agent 
there is merit in the firſt ſenſe of that word that 
is, innate excellency, beauty, and lovelineſs that 
cannot but be pleaſing to him that is infinite 


moral excellency itſelf, and the fountain from 


hence it flows into the hearts and lives of all 
that are the ſubjects of it; yet as all obedience 


from mere creatures is only giving God his 
own, Chriſt himſelt teaches us to canſider ſuch 


not as meritorious before God, hut only on the 
hooks {ooting of unprofitable ſervants Lu: 19, 
But the divinity of Jeſus ſtamped iufinite 


8 on every act of his life. and on every pain- 
ful ſenſation of his heart. on every groan he heav- 
ed, and on every tear he ſhed.. in fo much that on 
f this ground G04 proclaims , himſelf not gracious 
only but. juſt, alſo in pardoning and receiving 
into his favour true believers in jeſus Bom. 
3, 25. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a pro. 
pitiation through faith in his blood, t) declare 
his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins my 
are paſt through the forbearance of God 
declare l fay at this time his righteouſneſs po 
he might be juſt, and the. ee Wat. 


* _ believeth in Jeſus. | 


It is admitted that i it would be neither won- 


. 5 der ful nor extrahr d inary for the Almigbty to 
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what is it to which omnipotence muſt not be 
ſuperior, but it is believed by Chriſtians to be 
becoming the moſt enlightened and the beſt | 
cultivated underſtandings to think it very 
wonderful and extraordinary indeed. That 
the . Almighty: the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the firſt and the 
laſt, ſhould take a bod and foul into ſuch in- 
timate union with himſelf as in them to under- 
go human trials and: ſufferings. Be aftoniſhed 
O ye heavens at this, and wonder O earth! 
Nor can it be ſhewn upon any principles of ge od 
reaſoning, that admitting him to pe God, it 
would be irrational to propoſe his gonduct as an 
examole for his followers, unleſs it be true that 
2 perfect pattern is an improper ſtandard for us 
tb" copy after. At Any rate Rationalis cannot 
. fairly argue in this manner, without abandan - 
ig the ſuppart oc the wiſdom of Jeſus, ſeeing 
it is an undoubted fact that he he propoſed the per- 
Fea example of our heayenly Father as a pattern 
for our imitation. Matth. 5, 48. Be ye there» 


fore perfect even as your Father who i is in yp 
"ou is N | 


We have the next argument of Rationalis i in 
ehe 2gth page of Strictures from the top, Thus; 
If it were poſiible for any heing to be cosu- 
of the divine and human natures in- 
«corporated and blended together, he would 
ee be a new kind of creature, a phenomenon 
« f in the univerſe, ſuch a being | as was never bes 
. fore heard of, and of which we can have no 


is. conception er idea. He would neither be God ; 
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mer, Angel nor man, but an aſſemblage of diſſi- 


te milar and diſcordant principles. v here each 
4 would contend for the ſuperiority; and where 

each muſt predominate in its turn. or elſe the 
00 one be totally dep eſſed or ſubverted by the 
« other. Such a being would be of qualities ſo 
« incongruous of properties, and propenſions ſo 
e repugnant: and hoſtile the one to the other, 


| « that inſtead of order and harmony and peace, 
« contrariety, confuſion, and anarchy muſt ne- 


c ceflanily prevail, until the inconſiſtent and ub- 
6 natural union were diſſolved by a ſeparation 
6 of princples, or a deprivation of exiſtence.” 


To theſe objections i it is obvious to reply. 15 
by the divine and human natures being blended 
together, Rationalis means the divine nature be- 
ing any way changed into the buman, or the 
human. into the divine, then we agree with him 


that this would be a phœnome non in the uni- 


verſe ot being of which we can have no idea: But 
why * does Rationalis ſtate impoſſibilities of this 


Find as implied in the doctrine of the Godhead af 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Our doctrine is not bur- r 


thened with: theſe, and therefore we cry out in 


the great name of eternal truth. Miſreprefen- 
tion! miſrepreſentation! injuſtice! injuſtice ! it 


1 only befitting the hectic brain of An Irration- 


alis to ſuppoſe ſuch an incorporation or blend- 
ing together. We chriſtians hold this to be im- 
oſſible in the nature of things, and blaſphemy to 
rt. god muſt from his perfect nature con- 
its” dit and infinitely different from and 


pbove | FEY con A eee. Though | 


4 
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( 31 
therefore the Man Chriſt Jeſus is exatred Hr above 


aui priucipalities and powers, yet he doth and 


mui? forever continue at an infinite diſtance (in 


| reſpect of perfection from deity. A |; 
But it by incorporated and bl-nded Rationas | 


lis meaos united fo as though each nature conti- 
nues different, yet both are joined fo intimately 
as to conſtitute one perſon, then we fay that 
the ſame Authorities on which he goes for prove 
ing Chriſt's humanity, prove al o his diviaity,; 
and therefore no aſſertions without evidence. cis 
ther from the nature of things or expericgces 
ought to be fuſtaincd i in argument. againſt it. 


"Io this Kew it is falſe to ay he would neither 


be God ugr man. He muſt be God by a neceſſity 1 


of nature, and he, is and will be man forever by 
his Father's appointment, and his own: gracious 
undertaking, As God he took the ſeed-of Abras 
bam iato union with himſelf; Heb 2. 16. Aud 
As, God and man, he will continue for ever. 
Heb. 7. 24. This is authority of infinitely 
more weight to ſhew that God and man can 
continue in one perſon in perfect harmony, than 


all the bare aſſertions. of either ignorant recluſes 


vapouring in their cells, or irrational blaſphem- 
, ers of, Jeſus. Chriſt-to the contrary; The truth 
is, fo far as our reaſonings. are.warranted by 
analogy our concluſions oughttobe in direct oppo» - 


ſition to thoſe of Rationalis It is ti ue e have no 


examples of different intelligent creatures being 
united; but in our on frame we have an exam 
ple of natures united more diſtant in themſelves 
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dan intelligent created natures: A aferiice ti 2 


Find. But though diſſimilar they are not diſcor- 
dant. They dont in fact contend for fuperiority 
ti the one is cotally ſappreſizd or ſubverted by 
the other. On the contrary, inſtead, of being 
Hoſtile to one another they harmonize. And 
chougti ſpirit Is hot only ſuperior to matter, but 
is confcious* of this ſuperiority, yet it neither 
_ ſeeks . diſlolution of the union, nor a deprivation, 
of exiſtenee to that matter Which i is ſo inferior, 
and to which it „ united. We are therefore 
warranted on the cleareſt principles of phiſoſo- 
phy, on the evidence of analogy, on the certain - 
ty of fact. and infallible revelation to pronounce z 


* reaſoning of Rationalis is. FALSE. 

en conſidered the argument of Ra- 
_ Homalis againſt etre doctrine of the divipity of our. 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
Striftures, c No doubt there are particular ex- 
preſſions of which I have taken no notice, not. 


| becauſe” they are aby way more difficult to an- 


fer than thoſe 1 have mentioned, but becauſe 


to oe or other 


a | * Thave 3 
2 actleaſbarefuration of then Wich A nere 2 
to the evidence of trutheontained in the holy fc 


turea, how far my anſwers are ſolĩd andconcly- 
* eee eee eee 


dae of note, 
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contained in his | 


(33 ) 
According to this author Infinite — 


Hot ſüffer any of his creatures to be finally loſt, 


much le to be for ever miſerable. And as for 
the human face, a man he ſays is to reign till he 
bring every one of them to virtue and happi- 

' nels, for prodf of Which 1 Cor. 15, 25 is quoted, 
For he muſt reign till he hath put all enemies 
under his feet 


it was the Devil who ſaid to our firſt parents 


| that though they ſinned they ſhould not die. 


Men do his work who repreſent God as making 
no eternal diſtinctions between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him that ſerveth God 
and him that ſerveth him not, though God him- 
ſelf hath declared that he will. This is doing 


what à man is able to throw open the flood 


gates to all manner of deceit, villainy, and im- 
piety, and to make even God of che fafernal 


party. The divine goodneſs is not a blind un- 


diſtinguiſhing benignity of heart, but an infinite 


diſpoſition to communicate of his fulneſs for 


making nis creatures happy, directed by infinite 
intelligence and perfect wiidom, and bounded 
by the eternal barriers of inflexible juſtice and 
unſpotted holines. Let it only be ſuppoſed 


that God had intended to tell men that the wick- 


ed are to be forever miſerable; I aſk by what 


language could he expreſs thi# to men, other 


tban that which is uſed to expreſs his own eter- 
nal exiſtence. The ſupreme: judge has dane ſo, 


Matth. 25, 41 - Depart from me ye curſed into 


; EVERLASTING fire prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. To the ſame awful purpoſe are 
the ing words 2 the faithful vitne 
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Rev. 21, 11. He that is unjuſt let TY be un- 
juſt STILL, | and he which is filthy let him be 
+flthy STILL, and he that is righteous let him be 
righteous STILL, and he that is holy let him be 


- boly: STILL.. This is the full import of Chriſt's 


reigning till RO pagan hi; 


528 14 0 w £6 1 * #4 


Rationalis e have us alſo to believe 44 
doctrines of original ſian, vicarious puniſhmen t. 


atonement for ſin, are abſurd notions. The eter- 


nity of hell torments horrid, Predeſtination 
And reprobation fill more aching 3. All: flow- 
ing he ſays- from ignorance, and thinking and 
believiag, juſt as our nurſes and grand- mothers 
have taught us; or as our prietts or paflort have 
e and believed for ug At prefent it muſt 
ſuflice, to conſtont Bationalis with x.tew dacred 
| authggities on theſe» points. and chen 'the rea- 
hers judge for himſelf who hath truth on bis 
*\ Rationalis. | Original fin is an abſurd noob. 


Spollle Paul, 'Rom- 5, 18, By the offence of 
one, judgment came upon ALL MEN 0 *. 
ne n PTV 


Nationals Hedjon and reprobacionare 


: 


| - Apoſti8 Paul; Motos onde" Therefore bab. 
he mercy ow Whom he will have mercy, aud 
Whom he wi he bardeneth. That is, amoug 
_ finful:men who deſetve damnation he gy 
hom he will, and puniſhes whom he will.” 


© Rarivnaliz, Di F is an, ab ur 
dotion. * 135 


% 


- Apo vale Pans, 1 Ep: 3, wh. For En Alf 
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35 ) 
hath once ſuffered for ſins the Juſt FOR THE, 
UNJUST. Apoſtl- Paul. Gal. 3, 13. Chril hach 
redcemed us irom the curſe of the uw, being 
made 2 curſe FOR US. 


Rationalis. Atonement is an \ abfard notion. 


—_ wt 


Apoſtle John iſt Ep. 4, 10. Herein is love, 


not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
ſent his ſon to be the PRO TIA er for cur 
ſins. me * 


Rationalis The eternity of Hell torments is 
a ſhocking dodrine. 


Jeſus Chriſt, Matth. 2 80 46. 3 cheſe bat 
go. away into LVERLASTING inne 
*. the righteous into life eternal. 


I proceed to point out ſome of the ue that 
may be made of what we have wrote in defence 
of the divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; © 


Oue uſe is to conſider the divinity of Chrif 
as an eſtential ductrine of the Chriſtian religion, 
A man may be a Mihometan, a Jew, or a Hez- 

then, though he do not believe in the deity of 
Chriſt, . but a Chriſtian he cannot be. lohn 5, 
aa, 23. The Father judgeth no man but hth 
committed all judgment unto the Son, that all 
men ſhould honqur, the Son EVEN AS they 
honaur the Father. He that honoyreth not the 
Son, HONOURETH NO. the Father that ſent 
him. Philgfophers who form their notions, of 
God from nature, and not fiom Trevelat:on, are 
in 1 danger of believing one perſon only 
in the Godhead; from the conſideration of that 
unity of deſigu to which they image the; per- 
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ceive all things finally to tend, And they ſuppoſg 
alſo that this ſcheme is incumbered with fewer dif- 
ficulties than the doctrine of che Father, Son, and 
Spirit in a unity of nature. But moſt certain- 
ly. The all intelligent LIGHT of the world. 
The SUN of righteouſgels is a much fafer guide 
in divine ſubjects, than blind nature. And it 
is, ſurely much wiſer to follow the unrzring 
teacher, than to grope in the dark if haply wg 
may fecl after God. For no man hath ſeen 
God at any time, the only begotten Son who i is 
in the boſom of the Father he hath declared 
him.” Oh! that Rationalis and all of bis pis ian 
would take the advice of the Apofile Pani on 
this ſubjea. Col. 2, 8, 9. Beware leſt any min 
ſpoil you "through Philoſophy and vain deceit, 


after the tradition of men, aftex the rudiments 


of the world, and not after ©hrift. For in bim 
dwelleth ALL the fulneſs of the Godhead bodity. 


It they do not, in the charity of a Chriſtian,” 


beſeech them deeply- to weigh the awful import 
of the following words. 1 John 2, 23. Who 
i x Har but he that denieth that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt. He is antichriſt that denieth the Father 


and the Son. Whoſoever denieth the Son, the 


fame hath nos the Father. And again, if ye be- 
lieve no: ous th ve EIS: your. _P 


1 


ow worthy 16 th Jove of the Father in le 
gift of his only begot ten Son of br bighc# adt i- 
kation and ad ring gratitude. To us is born in 
the oh of OOO « | Favour, ya * n the 


6 370 


Slory to God in the higheſt, n 
ary good will to men. 


"How worthy is the Son of God of ons? 


higheſt adoration, and thankful praiſe, b. 


though ne was in the form of God, and thought, 


it no robbery to be equal with God (that is the | 


Father) yet condeſcended co take upon him the 
form of a ſervant, to be found in - faſhion as 2 
man, and to become obedieat to death, even the 
death of the croſs. O the breadth, and lengths 
and depth, and height of the love ot nn i 
paſſeth knowledge! ft f 


_ How deeply indebted are all real Chriſtians' to 
the. holy. Ghoſt, who, while others are left in 
rightequs judgment to contradict and blaſpheme, 
haue this love of God in the true perception o 
it, in the juſt impreſſion of it, and in the ſuit» 
able returns of it ee on heir Heart * 
his almiguty agency. 

Again. Ve men of de a philoſophy who! 
chooſe to give me 'a candid hearing, be ye t 


_ judges between Rationalis arid believers in the 
divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. which look 


mot like cnthuftiſts, bigots, hectic brained re- 


eluſes, natural ideots and perſons who helievs juſt 
as nurſes god mothers, and-grand-mothers have 
taught them. (For theſe and ſuch as theſe are 
the honourable epithets which, this enlightened, 
palite, and Charitable Author beſtows.0p us) 
According then to this mighty champion, he 
boaſtingly throws the gmatlet apd challenges 
Mr johuſon, to confuie him if he can Jclus is 


i(-38z) 
only a han, and: che holy ſcriptures are his- av- 
thotity in proof. Now let us ſee ſome of the 
conſequences. This man is perfect, and yet he 
claims divine honours. Obedient to God his 
Father; and yet robs him of his honour. A man 
only, aud yet us and receives" the incommuni- 
Gable name Jebhovah. A man only, and yet the 


creator of all things. A man only, and yet pre- 
ſent every «here ſupporting all things. A man 


only, and yet God the Father commanding all 
his angels to worſhip him: A man only, (at 
beſt but an unprofitable ſervant) and yet worth 
in his ſacrifice, and virtue in his obedience to 
propitiate his Father, fave his people, and pur- 
chaſe heaven. A man only, and yet ſearching 
the hearts of the whole human race, raifiog the 
dead, making a perſect diſtinction of characters, 
and rewarding every man according to his works. 
Ye judges; What an accumulation of impoſſibi- 
bties, blaſphemies, and contradictions is here! 
{ he not be God as well as man to whom 
thelc glories of right belong ? 5 


85 we now proceed a Kep further this we aid 
I aof ering the firſt argument of Rationalis, 
und affirm, That it was Jchovah the ſon of the 
: Father, who was the Lord or King of Ifrael, 
hen that people returned from their captivity. 
ꝓrom the time God had a holy lilli in Hob. that 
— 2 church on earth, Jeſus was cheir king by 
the appointment of his Father. Pl. a, 6, Vet 
Have L ſet my king upon my haly hill of Zion. 


He was the Lord or king of Au who „ 
ws * 5 „ [ . A4 


the people of Iſrael under him ſome hundreds of 
years before Jeſus was born of Mary. This was 
the king the Lord of hoſts, as we have proved, 
whoſe glory Efaias ſaw. This was the king y 
anointed Cyrus to open the two leayed gates © 
Bayyloa to ſet his captives. at liberty, as appears. 
77 comparing ſeveral verſes of the 45 of Iſaiah, 
with paſſages in the new; particularly the four 
laſt verſes, with Rom. 10,-11,-12. Beit then 
that Rationalis is in the right. in faying, that the 
147 Pſ. was compoſed by Nehemtah and Fur to 
celebrate the praiſes of Jehova for delivering 
Iſrael fram their eaptivity, ſtill ĩt muſt he under - 
ſtood to mean that Son of the Father who. was 
their king. Mr Johaloy. cheretore was warrant- 
ed on the juſteſt principles of eriticiſm to take 
the g ver: of this PI. asg text for grounding 
che doctrĩne of che Divinity of our Saviour pon. 
Are preachers not te briug forth the fruits of deep 
reſearch into the holy ſeriptures and fair cou- 
clugon, becauſe a- chance igudrant -concelted 
blaſphemer hapvens to be his hearer ? 


Go on, Mr Johnſon, to merit the 4 of 
the intelligent, the judicious, the wiſe and good, 
by continuing to preach in defiance of regroach, 
| That Jeſus is the TRUE God and eternal life. 
And let us drop the tear of tender compaſſion 

over poor Rationalis (who ſeems to be better 
acquainted. with the flimſy diſquiſitions of Dr: 
Prieſily on this ſubject, than the divine fountain 
of revelation) if, God peradventure will give 


him E e to the F of the 
155 truth. 
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© age Sh 1 1 #r:mad, read unmadee 
Nr of, read not. 
toth, for arg ment, read argument. | 


8 fof at, read as £44 
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